
nial, in the city of Philadelphia. This proposition
seems to be an excellent one.

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston. — Dur-
ing the week ending at noon, April 8, 1896, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston, the
following numbers of cases of acute infectious disease :

diphtheria 66, scarlet fever 25, measles 76, typhoid
fever 9. For the week ending April 15th, the follow-
ing were reported : diphtheria 64, scarlet fever 31,
meaBles 81, typhoid fever 3. For the week ending
April 22d, there were reported these cases : diphthe-
ria 81, scarlet fever 32, measles 63, typhoid fever 4.

Three Centenarians.
—

Mrs. Nancy A. Washing-
ton, an inmate of the Home for Aged Colored Women,
Boston, recently celebrated her one hundred and
first birthday. She is said to be in excellent health.
Mrs. Charity Green, another inmate of the same in-
stitution, has reached the age of one hundred aud
four. Mrs. Rowena Shelbey, of Keeue, N. H., re-

cently celebrated her one hundredth birthday. We
are waiting to hear from the male centenarians, whose
birthdays perhaps do not come at this time of year.
At any rate they are not at present in evidence.

The Middlesex South District Medical
Society. — The annual meeting and dinner of the
Mitldlesex South District Medical Society was held
in the Unitarian Building at Watertown, on April
15th. Dr. H. E. Marion of Brighton presided. A
paper on "Insanity" was read by Dr. Cowles of the
McLean Asylum. The following-named officers
were elected : President, G. C. Pierce, Ashland ;
Vice-President, E. H. Stevens, Cambridge ; Secre-
tary, Albert August, Cambridge.

NEW YORK.

Death of Dr. Mapes.— Dr. James Jay Mapes, a

young physician of the highest promise, died on

April 10th at Dr. Trudeau's Sanitarium at Saranac,
of* pulmonary disease. He was a graduate of Colum-
bia College and of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, and after receiving the degree of M.D.,
pursued an extended course of study in Europe. On
returning to New York ho became a member of the
House Staff of the Nursery aud Clîild's Hospital, and
he retained that position uutil a few mouths ago,
when the breaking down of his health compelled him
to seek relief in the Adiroudacks.

Death of Dr. Daly. — Dr. John Joseph Daly
died at his home in Railway, N. J., on April 14th.
He was bom in Rah way iu 1852, and was graduated
from the Medical Department of the University of the
City of New York in 1873. From the first he prac-
tised his profession in his native city, and he soon at-
tained unusual success. He also took an active inter
est in public affairs and waB four times elected Mayor
of Railway. His death occurred ou the anniversary
°f his last election, the year previous. In addition,
he was City Physician of Rahway for several years.

To Improve the Water-Supply. — A resolution,
introduced by Dr. Bush, which provides for the ap-
yointmeut of a committee to investigate the water-

supply of the cities and towns of the State, has been
favorably reported in the Senate at Albany. In the
resolution, supplies from rivers aud small lakes are

condemued as dangerous to health, and the opinion is
expressed that the supply must eventually come from
the chain of great lakea. The Bum of $7,500 is ap-
propriated for the researches of the committee, which
is empowered to employ the services of a chemist and
an engineer.

Ambulance Surgeons Must Take Cases.
—The Assembly Judiciary Committee has favorably re-

ported a bill making it a misdemeanor for an ambu-
lance surgeon to refuse to tako a person for whom a

call may be made to the hospital from which the am-

bulance came. This is intended to stop the practice
of ambulance surgeons of refusing to take persons
whose cases they hastily diagnose as alcoholism, as

a number of instances have occurred in which such
persons have really been suffering from serious
disease or injury.

The First Annual Dinner of a New So-
ciety.— The first annual dinner of the new Ameri-
can Laryngological, Rhinological and Otological So-
ciety occurred at the Hotel Savoy on the evening of
April 18th. Among the invited guests were repre-
sentatives of a number of other societies, including
the Presidents of the New York Academy of Medi-
cine, the County Medical Society and the County
Medical Association.

Sunstroke out of Season.— On April 16th
were reported the first two deaths of the season from
sunstroke. During the week quite a large number of
persons were prostrated by the heat. During the
week ending April 11th the number of deaths from
pneumonia amounted to 200, an unprecedented figure
except at times when influenza has been widely epi-
demic. The mortality from it was nearly double that
from consumption and was equal to more than one-

fifth the entire number of deaths in the city from all
causes. In the week ending April 18th, notwith-
standing the unusually hot weather that prevailed,
there was only a slight decrease in this mortality, the
number of deaths reported from it being 181.

Miscellany

RESOLUTIONS ON THE DEATH OF DR. ED-
WARD WIGGLESWORTII.

Adopted dy the Visiting Staff of the Boston
City Hospital, Ariui. 7, 1896.

The Visiting Staff of the Boaton City Hospital desires
to express by these, resolutions its sense of the loss that the
hospital has sustained in the death of Dr. Edward Wiggles-
worth, for many years the head of its department for dis-
eases of the skin.

He served the hospital with unusual devotion ; and in
his work showed kindness not only to his patients, but also
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to members of his own profession. He was generous, pub-
lic spirited and deeply interested in medical progrcaa. His
independence and enthusiasm, always marked traits of his
character, led him at an early period of his professional
career, to make experiments upon himself which were of
influence in advancing the study of his own specialty.

It was voted that these resolutions be entered upon the
records, and that copiea be sent to his family and to the
Boston Medical ami Surgical Journal.

A true copy :
Edward J. Förster,

Secretary of the Visiting Staff of the Boston City Hospital.

THE STRENGTH OF VARIOUS DIPHTHERIA
ANTITOXINS.

Under authority of the Statutes relating to food
and drug inspection, the State Board of Health has
examined such samples of diphtheria antitoxin aa are
offereil for aale in Maaaachusetts, with the followiug
reaults :

Serum No. 2, Behring. Bottle containing ten cubic
centimetres of serum of an advertised strength of 1,000
units.

The test showed that the serum was up to the standard.
Scrum of Paiikh, Davis & Co. Bottle guaranteed to

contain ten cubic centimetres of a total strength of 1,000
units.

The test showed that the serum was up to the standard.
Serum No. 2 of Mulfoiid & Co. The label states that

the bottle contains ten cubic centimetres of a total strength
of 1,000 units.

The test confirmed the statement, and showed the serum
to be up to the guaranteed strength.

Serum of the Pasteur Institute of Paris, France
(Roux). The circular states that the serum is at least 1
to 50,000 in strength. As this is considered equivalent to
Behring's serum No. 1, the test was carried out with this
strength in view. It was, however, found to be weaker
than this. A second test showed that the ten cubic centi-
metres of serum contained a total of 500 antitoxic units in-
stead of 600 units.

Giiheh's Diphtheria Antitoxin, New York. The label
states that the bottle contains 25 cubic centimetres of a
total strength of 2,500 units. The test showed that the
serum was far below this in strength. In a second test it
was determined that the bottle contained from 625 to 750
units instead of 2,500, aa advertised. The strength of tbia
serum is thus a trille below one-half of that of Behring's
serum No. 1 ; ten cubic centimetres of Behring's serum No.
1 contain 600 units.

We unelerstaud that the samples were obtained di-
rectly from the producers or their ageuts.

CONNECTICUT PHYSICIANS AND THE REG-
ISTRATION LAWS.

Dr. C. A. Lindsley, Secretary of their State Board
of Health, calla the attention of Connecticut physicians
to their delinquencies with regard to the registration
of births in the following appeal, published in the
Bulletin of the State Board of Health :

The habitual neglect of obeying the registration laws in
regard to the reporting of births, by so many physicians,
has driven the authorities to take peremptory action.

Mr. Iloadley, the County Health Officer of New Haven
County, gave a list of delinqiieiitB laat month to the
prosecuting attorney. The latter, in a spirit of leniencywhich he says will not continue, refrained from proaecut-ing the law-breaking doctors, but wrote them each a warn-
ing that future complaints would be vigoroualy investigatedand liabilities enforced.

The County Health Officer of Fail-field Comity, Mr.
Geo. E. Hill, caused the arrest of a prominent practitioner
in Stamforel, last month. In his case, too, the court sus-

pended judgment witli an intimation that his future con-
duct would determine further proceedings.

At a meeting of the County Health Officers held in
Hartford em Saturday the 4th of April, it was voteil, that
in future an examination of all the certificates of births,
marriages and deaths would be made, and whenever a vio-
lation of the law was fourni, the name of the offending
party woulil lie given to the prosecuting attorney of the
town in which the offence is committed. The certificates
themselves arc evidence, as the Registrar is required to en-
dorse on them the date of their return.

In the hope of promoting more successfully the above in-
tention, a circular letter has been prepared and sent to the
physicians, setting forth the objects of the registrationlaws and their weighty importance to the public interest.

Among other thinga, this circular saya : " The main pur-
pose of the registration of vital 8tatistics is to furnish to
the public a reliable means of tracing relationship, upon
which depends matters of inheritance, descent of property,
pension rights, etc., and to furnish such records as will bo
reliable and full, years hence, when collateral sources of
information have disappeared." Tho circular dwells upon
the importance of exactness in the statement of particulars.
"Many inaccuracies and abbreviations appear in the, cer-
tificates, which at first seem to be of little importance, yet
when the purpose of the record is considered, it is seen
that the certificate is vitiated for the purpose for which it
is designed."

In all civilized countries the importance of registration
of vital statistics is recognized. But the value obviously
depends upon its completeness and accuracy. Public opin-
ion will sustain the action of the County Officers in requir-
ing an observance of these laws.

A SERIOUS AND INSTRUCTIVE SMALL-POX
OUTBREAK AT GLOUCESTER, ENGLAND.»
After a persistent neglect to perform their statu-

tory duty under the Vaccination Acts, the guardians
of the Gloucester Union now find themselves respon-
sible for one of the most appalling outbreaks of small-
pox which has for a long series of years visited any
provincial town in England.

During the last seven weeks the notifications of
fresh cases of small-pox in the cathedral city of
Gloucester, dating from the week ending February
15th to Saturday last, March 28th, are as follows,
which will show the enormous strides the disease has
made : First week, 9 ; second week, 61 ; third week,
50; fourth week, 79; fifth week, 130; sixth week,
155; seventh week, 154. Since then the telegraphic
statements of the Local Government Board show
there is a still further rapid increase of the spread of
the disease, and it is still spreading. Up to this date
there have been 118 deaths, which will show the ter-
rible nature of the disease, and this is not all, be-
cause it is so virulent that it has attacked many in the
eyes, leaving the young, particularly, blind for life.
The hospital wards are tremendously crowded, and
the pain and suffering must be intense, not to mention
the maiming of looks and eyesight that must follow
those who survive.

It is mainly unfortunate young children who are
the victims of the deplorable attitude which has been
adopted by the guardians. That this action — non-

compliance with the laws of vaccination
—

was based
» From the Local Government Board Cbroitlole of England, Apr"

1, 18%, aB.glvcii lu the Times.
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on ignorance and perversity, and not conviction, be-
comes clear from the fact that getting frightened at
the disaster their default had brought about, they is-
Bued notices to the public, for the (¡rat time in some
ten or more years, urging the people to be vaccinated
and revaccinated ; and, getting still more alarmed,
about a week since they actually decided to attempt
to undo the mischief of past years, and passed a reso-
lution deciding to enforce the compulsory clauses of
the Vaccination Acts. It is officially stated that the
Local Government Board, in view of the altered atti-
tude of the guardians, has sent a medical inspector to
Glouceater to aid, ao far aa is now practicable, in or-

ganizing a system of public vaccination, and it is
strongly held in official minds that in vaccination and
revaccination lies the only hope for the escape of the
city from further spread of the disease. Dr. Parsons,
one of the assistant medical officers of the Local
Government Board, is the officer selected for this ar-
duous and humane and also dangerous duty, and he ¡8
already at Gloucester assisting the local authorities
in every way in his power. The Local Government
Board has also issued notices to the guardians of
unions within a radiua of thirty miles of Gloucester
calling attention to the action they should take in
preventing the danger of the importation of the
disease from Gloucester.

It may be stated that the town council of Glouces-
ter from the first did their utmost by isolating the
sick in hospital, by disinfecting houses, burning
clothes and bedding, and placing relatives of sick in
practical quarantine, to stay the outbreak. Findingthe outbreak gaining, they built extra hospitals, and
have now hospitals for 120 patients, but the disease
continued to spread with such virulence that it was

quite beyond their power to cope with it. The char-
acter of tho disease may be judged from the fact that
out of 90 eleatha that have occurred in hospital up to
March 27th, 74 are among unvaccinated persons.

DOCTORS BEGINNING TO MAKE THEIR
INFLUENCE FELT.

Time was when a physician practised physic aud
Was known by his gooel works of a professional nature.
Po judge by what one reads in the daily press, this
good old custom is fast giving way to habits of gaining
renown by exploits wholly foreign to medicine. In
fie same week we read that " Doctor " A takea manyof the Boston horse-show prizes, and " Doctor " B
allows himself to be worsted by a Boston prize-fighter,while "Doctor" C superintenils a private scrap in his
down-town bar-room, known as "The Doctor," which
results in the death of one of the contestants. Then
eoiues along "Doc" McLean with his thoroughbred" Berclair," and wins the Derby. But best of all is
Ule story of the burglar who tried to rob a physician111 East Eighty-Fourth Street. Most assuredly the
profession has advanced. Formerly it was the lawyer,l,e plumber, or the ice-man who was complimented in
¡his way by the burgling fraternity. The doctor had
j11 his office a safe, — another sure sign of progress,ou-t a habit to be deipreeated as tending to attract out-
8u'e physicians to the metropolis. However, the safe
was there and the doctor found a man working at the
fh v

''^Me hitter explaiued his presence by a plea of
eeluig unwell and desiring medical advice. The

doctor percussed bis chest, and it is acknowledged by
the thief, now iu custody, that the percusaor was

applied more vigorously than he thought the urgency
of his case required. The doctor then wrote a pre-
scription aud charged a fee of five dollars, spot cash,
which he immediately placed within the safe (just as
an angler puts a fish bait upon bis book), reset the
combination, and retired to watch for further prey.

With gossips busy telling how a doctor of one va-

riety has juat stolen a sermon in New York, and how
a doctor of another kind has embezzled from an order
of United Friends in Poughkeepsie, it is refreshing to
read that one of our own ilk has held up a bold, bad
burglar and given him a dose of his own medicine.—
Medical Record.

-•-

Correspondence
SHOULD THE STATE TREAT TUBERCULOSIS?

Groveland, Mass., April 19, 1890.
Mr. Editor:

—

In the Boston Medical and Surgical
Journal of this week (April 16th, p. 402), you aak "why
the United States should undertake the treatment of tuber-
culosia in human beings." I know nothing of the Invalid
Aid Society or their plan for a national sanitarium. My
action in this matter antedates that of Dr. Gallingcr's.
General Cogswell introduced a lull for me providing a na-

tional sanitarium for consumptives in 1891.
In answer to your question why the United States should

undertake the treatment of tuberculosis, I might reply by
asking another, Why should the government undertake the
treatment of cholera, smallpox, yellow fever, etc., diseases
by no means aa deadly aa tuberculosis? Why should the
government establish a sanitarium at Hot Springs, Ark.,
for military men? Or why should the government inaugu-
rate any humane or hygienic undertaking ?

You are probably aware that many military posts have
been abandoned. These are in locations where I have
witnessed the recovery of consumptive patients. They
could be utilized to mitigate the suffering of tuberculous
patients, to prolong their lives and in many instances to ef-
fect a cure.

The great good work accomplished during the past
twenty years by llie National Consumptives Hospital at
St. Laurence, Isle of Wight, England, is generally known.

Why is it that the general government has not a consti-
tutional right to establish such a sanitarium in our Western
health section ? Very truly yours,

W. T. Parker, M.D.

METEOROLOGICAL RECORD
For the week ending April 11th, in Boston, according to

observations furnished by Sergeant J. W. Smith, of the United
States Signal Corps:-—

Hiiro
meter

80.12
110.1(1
30.21
80.46
. 10.42
80.38

80.88

Thermom-
eter.

47 32

Relative
humidity

Direetlon
of wind.

N.W.
N.W.
N.B.

N.
N.

N.W.
N.

N.W,
15.

N.K.
£.
S.

S.W.
N.W

Veloolty
of wlnef. Wo'th'r.

• O.,oloudy; Colean K.,lairi O., foe;- U.,ltazyt B.,imokyi lt.,rum; T., tl.icat-
•uinKi N.,niiow. | Iii'licutcu troce oí ruinlall our* Alualt lor week.
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